
Peterborough’s Key GI Focus Areas: 
An analysis of Peterborough’s distinctive landscapes and geology has helped to 
identify the key areas which will provide the focus for delivering green infrastructure-
related projects and initiatives going forwards. In addition it is recognised that there are 
a number of strategic outcomes which are better addressed at a city-wide scale, 
therefore these projects are included within the “urban and city-wide” heading. The 
focus areas are as follows: 
 

1) Nene Valley: a key wildlife corridor which passes through the heart of 
Peterborough and presents significant opportunities for biodiversity and 
landscape enhancement and creation, as well as excellent opportunities to 
promote greater public access to nature  
 

2) Welland Valley: forming much of Peterborough’s northern boundary with 
Lincolnshire, the catchment actually covers a surprising amount of 
Peterborough and provides good opportunities for biodiversity and landscape 
enhancement and creation  

 
3) South Peterborough Green Parks: located to the south of the city, this area of 

former brick works supports some significant wildlife sites and links closely to 
the Great Fen area as well as the Nene Washes. It is now a major urban 
extension growth area which presents excellent opportunities to promote 
access and recreation opportunities whilst ensuring that the network of wildlife 
sites are carefully managed and better connected 

  
4) The Fens: a significant landscape to the east of the city, much of the fens are 

now intensively managed for agriculture, however there are real opportunities to 
restore and re-create traditional habitats and associated species via agri-
environment schemes as well as through major projects such as the Great Fen 
Restoration Project. 
 

5) John Clare Country: the mosaic of limestone grassland meadows, hedgerows 
and woodlands, associated with poet John Clare, presents opportunities to 
restore and create a better connected network of wildlife sites including former 
minerals sites 
 

6) Urban & City-Wide Area: There are significant opportunities to enhance urban 
biodiversity and provide greater, improved access to nature, helping to 
reconnect people and wildlife and the associated health benefits that brings. In 
addition, many outcomes are better achieved by taking a more encompassing 
city-wide approach, delivering projects at a more strategic scale to benefit key 
species and habitats as well as addressing wider impacts that may result from 
planned housing growth.  

 
Whilst this area-focussed approach has been developed to focus and group initiatives 
and projects around distinctive and recognised local landscapes, it is important to note 
that there are definite and clear connections between these areas, for example there 
are strong historic links between the Nene and Welland Valleys which are linked 
geographically through the John Clare Country area. It is also recognised that cross-
boundary working is a key principle of GI, for example the South Peterborough Green 



Parks area has obvious and strong connections beyond the Peterborough boundary 
towards the Great Fen in Huntingdonshire District. 
  
The Nene Valley connects upstream to Northamptonshire and Peterborough’s 
continued involvement in the development and delivery of the Nene Valley Catchment 
Partnership is vital to ensure enhancements to the river corridor are achieved at a 
landscape scale. The Fens area of Peterborough forms a relatively small but valuable 
component of the overall Fens natural area; close partnership working with the Fens 
for the Future Partnership is therefore key to developing and delivering significant 
enhancements to this landscape. The Welland Valley is also a landscape well 
connected to neighbouring areas including Northants, Rutland and Lincolnshire; 
continued partnership working with the Welland Valley Catchment Partnership is vital 
to realising the benefits to this GI corridor.  
 
The following section describes the key features and associated issues relating to 
these focus areas, sets out what approach will be taken to address the issues 
identified and how this will be achieved. Figure 2 below summarises those areas, 
geographically. 
 

Figure 2: Peterborough’s Green Infrastructure Focus Areas 

 

 



 


